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ADVERTISEMENT. 


xF  there  ever -was  a Speech  that  deferred  to  be 
univerfally  read , and  its  contents  attended  to,  it 
is  that  of  Sir  Hercules  Langrijhe , Bart . The 
pub  lifer  has  therefore  been  induced  to  think? 
that  the  circulation  of  this  interefing  Speech 
may  do  an  ejfential  public  fervice. 


Piccadilly, 
March  1 8,  1794. 


rut 


The  SpEEck,  &c. 


blR  H.  Langrishe  began  by  obferving,  that 
lie  had  fo  often  and  fo  recently  prefled  upon  the 
Houfe  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjeft  of  a Par- 
liamentary Reform,  as  it  is  called,  that  he  nei- 
ther found  himfeif  inclined,  nor  did  he  think 
it  would  be  juftifiable,  to  take  up  much  of  their 
time  on  the  prefent  occasion ; however,  as  he 
had  always  oppofed  this  meafure  on  general 
principles,  as  tending  to  fliake  the  liability  of 
a conftitution  which  had  been  formed  by  the 
progreflive  wifdom  of  ages— as  tending  to  de- 
tach the  public  mind  from  a veneration  for  an 
ancient  eftablifliment,  and  fet  it  loofe  into  the 
mazes  of  fpeculation  and  experiment,  he  could 
not  prevail  on  himfeif  to  be  altogether  filent, 
when  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  furrounding  world,  furnifhed  fuch 
new  and  important  admonition  on  the  fubjech 
He  objected  to  the  agitation  of  the  queftion  at 
this  time.  He  objected  to  this  bill,  as  he  did  to 
the  bill  of  the  laft  feflion,  becaufe  it  led  to  an 
object,  in  his  opinion,  neither  conducive  to  our 
freedom,  nor  compatible  with  our  tranquillity  : 
he  objected  to  it  becaufe  it  juflified  the  popular 
demand  by  conceding  to  the  principles  ; and  it 
difappoints  the  popular  demand  by  the  meafure 
of  its  conceffion.  He  objected  to  the  bill,  as 
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it  flatters  requifition  by  the  appearance  of  a vic- 
tory, and  embitters  it  by  the  acrimony  of  dis- 
appointment. The  rafh  career  and  fatal  con- 
Sequences  of  a reforming  Spirit,  have  lately  been 
brought  before  our  view,  by  fafts  So  ftriking 
and  impreflive,  that  what  was  formerly  con- 
je&ured  is  now  convi&ion ; and  if  we  will  not 
profit  by  the  example  of  others,  we  may  pof- 
libly  add  to  future  misfortunes,  the  aggravation 
of  Self-reproach.  Upon  a former  occafion,  he 
had  ftated  more  at  large  than  he  fhould  now 
add,  the  progrefs  of  reform  in  France,  till  re- 
form became  fubverfion  ; he  had  ftated  many 
things  then  as  a prophet,  which  he  might  now 
Slate  as  an  hiftorian. 

The  progrefs  is  natural,  and  is  applicable  as 
a warning  to  every  country  in  Europe ; for 
there  is  So  much  of  uniformitv  in  the  nature 
and  proceedings  of  man,  that  in  their  combina- 
tions almoft  always  fimilar  caufes  produce  fimi- 
lar  effects ; fimilar  conditions,  fimilar  confe- 
quences  ; and  therefore  I do  not  hefitate  to  Say, 
with  every  degree  of  refpedt  and  affection  for 
the  people,  afting  within  their  proper  Sphere, 
with  every  degree  of  convi&ion,  that  their  hap- 
pinefs  is  the  end  and  the  obje£l  of  every  good 
government ; I do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that 
there  never  has  been  an  inftance,  in  any  age 
or  country,  in  which  political  power  has  been 
afiumed  by  the  loweft  orders  of  the  people— by 
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thofe  whofe  education  is  ignorance-—' whofe 
condition  is  uncertainty-— whofe  patrimony  is 
hope— -and  whofe  empire  muft  be  commotion, 
which  has  not  proved  fubverfive  of  liberty,  de- 
finitive of  the  general  happinefs,  and  peculiarly 
unfortunate  to  thofe  who  are  the  authors  of  it. 

Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves  by  -calling  the 
calamity  of  France,  French  Cruelty — it  is  French 
Anarchy ! diffolve  but  the  ties  that  hold  man- 
kind together,  diffolve  but  the  reftridtion  of 
laws,  the  obligations  of  religion,  the  mutual  de- 
pendence and  fubordination  of  fettled  fociety, 
and  man  becomes  as  ferocious  as  the  tyger  in 
the  foreft.  I do  not  adopt  the  philofophy  of  Mr. 
Hobbes,  or  any  of  the  theorifts,  as  to  the  origi- 
nal ftate  of  nature;  I only  fpeak  of  man  breaking 
loofe  from  the  bonds  of  fociety,  in  which  cafe 
the  different  difpofitions  and  genius  of  different 
countries  have  always  affimilated,  and  affimilated 
in  ferocity.  If  the  French  have  murdered  their 
King,  facrificed  their  priefts  on  their  altars,  and 
exterminated  their  beft  citizens,  we  cannot  for- 
get the  banifhment  of  Ariftides,  or  the  death  of 
Socrates,  or  the  ridiculous  cruelty  that  banifhed 
Timotheus,  only  for  adding  four  firings  to  the 
lyre.  Popular  domination  has  ever  been  cruel 
and  unjuft;  and  every  friend  to  freedom  and  to 
order,  to  virtue  and  to  happinefs,  fhould  guard 
againft  its  approaches  with  as  much  vigilance  as 
we  fhould  guard  the  roads  that  lead  to  life  or  to 
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death.  In  the  year  1 789,  the  aera  of  the  firft  reV 
form  in  France,  tne  elective  franchife  was  af« 
certained,  and  confined  to  active  citizens,  men 
of  certain  qualifications,  of  age  and  property 
this  was  the  bafis  of  their  firfh  great  reform- 
But  this  reform  was  foofi  thought  inadequate,  as 
the  Right  Hon.  Members  reform  Would  foon 
be  thought  here.  Conceffion  proved  but  the 
parent  of  demand,  and  the  red  refs  of  grievances, 
the  approbation  of  difcontent.  The  people  felt- 
fuccefs  as  a teftimony  of  power,  and  began  ta 
fpeculate  inftead  of  to  enjoy  : they  perceived 
that  in  their  twenty-fix  millions  of  people  there 
were  not  three  millions  of  active  citizens,  and 
that  the  immediate  eledtor's  were  not  in  the  por- 
portion  of  one  to  an  hundred  of  the  people- 
The  great  majority  of  the  people,  who  confider- 
ed  themfelves  the  authors  and  the  object  of  the 
reform,  began  to  difcoVer^hat  they  were  un re- 
prefen ted  r “ and  being  un  rep  refen  ted,  their 
new  philofophy  taught  them  that  they  were 
Haves,  and  that  perfonal  reprefentation  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  liberty : and  by  the  ufual  revolutionary 
expedients'  of  clubs  and  conventions,  and  armed 
citizens,  they  fpeedily  accomplifhed  their  objedf 
-—an  equal  reprefentation  of  dll  the  people— 
and  with  that  the  democracy  of  France.” 

You  fee,  Sir,  that  the  temperate  reform  was. 
the  rudiments  of  all  that  followed ; it  was  the  firfi: 
prize  of  political  difquifition— it  was  the  firfV 
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trophy  of  popular  fuccefs.  However,  it  was  not 
the  end,  but  the  means : it  was  the  inftrumenr, 
and  not  the  object.  And  to  fhew  you  how 
rapid  are  the  firides  of  innovation,  when  it  is 
once  fet  in  motion,  permit  me  to  obferve,  that 
even  the  democracy  of  France  was  of  fhort  du- 
ration : it  pafled  away  like  the  whirlwind  of  the 
wildernefs,  defolating  but  tranfitory,  and  foon 
yielded,  as  every  popular  infurre&ion  has  ever 
done,  to  the  predominant  tyranny  of  fome  of 
the  moft  contemptible  of  its  leaders,  who,  how* 
ever,  had  the  dexterity  to  44  ride  on  the  whirl- 
wind: and  dire <3  the  ftorm.” — What  then  be- 
came of  the  fathers  of  temperate  reform  ? What 
is  the  Duke  de  Rochefoucault— -the  Duke  de 
Briffac-— the  eloquent  Clermont  Tonnerre— 
the  learned  and  acute  advocate,  M.  de  Pafcalis  ? 
They  are  no  more ! Neither  their  talents  nor 
their  virtues,  nor  the  fplendid  raflinefs  of  their 
firft  enterprize,  could  atone  for  their  fubfequent 
moderation  : they  fell  viflims  to  the  fpirit  of 
innovation  which  themfelves  had  infpired. 
With  fuch  an  example  before  your  eyes,  will 
you  at  this  day  talk  of  a temperate  reform  ? Or 
do  you  imagine  your  temperate  Bill,  which,  out 
of  four  million's  of  people,  leave  3,800,000  peo- 
ple unreprefented  (19  in  20  of  the  people)  : do 
yon  imagine  it  would  fatisfy  this  great  majority 
of  the  people,  whom  it  does,  not  comprehend  ? 
No!  no!  you  would  only  iiilpir^  their  hopes, 
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whilft  you  difappoint  their  wifhes,  and  animate 
their  efforts  by  flattering  their  pretenfions.  The 
people  who  were  clamorous  for  reform  would 
defpife  your  temperate  plan,  except  only  as  one 
ftage  gained  on  the  great  career.  I fay,  they 
would  defpife  it,  becaufe  they  have  faid  fothem- 
felves ; they  have  over  and  over  again  demand- 
ed and  defined  their  ultimatum  of  reform— 44  Ati 
equal  reprefentation  of  all  the  people.”  In  the 
laft  feflion  I gave  you  at  large  a detail  of  their 
requifitions  on  this  fubjedl,  taken  from  the  mi- 
nutes of  their  affociations,  and  their  clubs,  and 
their  armed  citizens,  in  which  they  have  told 
you  explicitly,  44  they  will  not  lay  down  their 
arms  till  they  procure  an  equal  reprefentation  of 
all  the  people and  a recent  publication  by  a 
fociety  called  United  Irifhmen,  is  not  more  ex- 
plicit in  the  recommendation  of  their  own  plan, 
than  in  the  contempt  of  yours.  They  tell  you, 
44  they  firmly  believe  Adminiftration  and  Oppo- 
fition  are  equally  averfe  from  the  meafure  of 
adequate  Reform.”  They  fay,  44  if  they  had 
no  other  reafon  for  that  opinion,  the  plan  laid 
before  Parliament  in  the  laft  Seffion  (the  prefent 
Bill)  under  the  aufpices  of  Oppofition,  might 
convince  them  of  the  melancholy  truth.”  As  to 
their  own  plan,  they  have  given  you  a full  and 
faithful  delineation  of  it.  It  is  founded  on  a de- 
cided principle,  and  goes  to  a decided  purpofe— 
Perfonal  Reprefentation  detached  from  pro- 
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perty-^Univerfal  Suffrage  and  pure  Democracy, 
He  faid  he  knew  very  tvell  the  Right  Hon* 
Gentleman  who  propofed  this  meafure,  and  the 
Hon.  Gentlemen  who  afiociate  with  him  in  its 
fupport,  have  too  great  a ftake  in  the  country, 
too  high  a public  chara&er — too  much  of  perfo- 
nal  integrity,  to  fufferthemto  become  acceffary 
to  fuch  dangerous  notions  : at  the  fame  time,  if 
they  give  the  authority  of  partial  conceftion  to 
extravagant  demand,  they  will  find  that  neither 
their  interefts  nor  their  chara&er,  refpe&able  as 
I know  they  are,  will  have  authority  to  reprefs 
its  growth,  or  controul  its  excefs.  It  is  impofi* 
fible  to  look  into  the  peculiar  fituation  of  this 
country,  and  the  condition  of  the  world  around 
us,  without  feeing  that  this  is  not  the  time  to 
agitate  queftions  of  political  experiment.  We 
know  that  the  moft  indefatigable  induftry  has 
been  employed  to  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple— to  infpire  them  with  new  notions  of  Go- 
vernment, new  models  of  Conftitution,  and  new 
conditions  of  obedience.  We  know  that  inno- 
vation has  been  held  out  to  the  reftlefs,  commo- 
tion to  the  difaffe&ed,  and  the  poor  have  had  the 
falfe  gofpel  of  Equality  preached  unto  them — ■ 
We  know  that  the  moft  populous  Nation  in  Eu- 
rope has  declared  hoftilities  againft  every  fettled 
Government  exifting — that  they  have  added  the 
force  of  enthufiafm  to  the  fury  of  an  unholy  war ; 
a fort  of  anti-crufade,  in  which  they  bear  the 
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guillotine  againft  the  crofs,  and,  with  the  im<* 
petuoiity  of  a fpurious  chivalry,  endeavour  to 
ipread  their  arms  and  their  infidelity  all  over  the 
world.  It  is  of  little  coftfequence  to  us,  what 
fpecies  of  government  or  anarchy  they  may 
Choofe  for  themfelves,  if  they  would  keep  it  to 
themfeives ; but  the  liberality  of  their  zeal  dif- 
cfains  fuch  monopoly  they  fend  out  miffiona- 
ries  to  propagate  their  doctrines  ; and  in  this 
country,  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain,  they  muft 
have  made  fome  profelytes,  becaufe  in  every 
country  there  are  many  to  be  found*  44  £{uos  ad 
ferturbandam  • Republic  am  inopia  atque  mail  mo- 
res Jiimulant — And  they  further  tell  you* 

*4  that  this  invafion  of  your  principles  fhall  be 
followed  by  an  invafion  of  your  land.”  We  read 
in  their  public  records,  that  the  Min  iff  er  of  Juf- 
tice  propofes  44  a Committee  of  Inlurreclion,  for 
the  exp.refs  purpofe  of  overturning  every  Mo- 
narchy in  Europe.’’  They  vote  46  That  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France  be  a Committee  of 
infurreclion  againft  all  the  Kings  ii\  the  Uni- 
verfe  and  they  actually  appoint  a chofen  band 
*o  be  their  affaffins.  They  decree,  in  the  name  - 
of  the  French  Nation,  64  That  they  will  aflift 
every  country  who  wifh  to  recover  their  li- 
berty and  they  charge  the  Executive  Power, 
in  a decree  translated  into  all  languages,  44  To 
give  the  Commanders  of  the  French  armies  or- 
ders  to  protect  the  citizens  of  every  country,  who 
4 W 


may  be  difturbed  of  vexed  for  the  -eaufe  of  thenv 
liberty  inviting* all  nations  who  wifh  to  reco- 
ver their  rights,  “ to  apply  to  their  Generals  for 
affiftance  which  i§,  to  folicit  revolt  in  all 
countries.  The  perfeverance  of  their  activity  was 
equal  to  the  boldnels  of  their  principles  ; and, 
in  violation  of  thefr  difclaim  of  conqueft,  they 
made  Savoy  an  84th  department  in  France. 

Is  it  then  poftible,  that  at  this  time,  and  un- 
der all  the  circum fiances  of  the  world,  we  fhould 
for  a moment  engage  ourfelves  in‘ptoblematicai 
experiments,  on  a conftitution  which  we  know 
is  competent  to  all  the  ends  of  civil  liberty  and 
progreflive  happinefs  ? That  we  fhould  turn  the 
minds  of  the  people  from  the  duties  of  a critical' 
fituation  ? That  we  fhould,  as  it  were,  tamper 
with  turbulence,  and  favour  difquifitions  which 
would  make  the  people  politicians  inftead of  huf- 
bandmen  ; and  agitators  inftead  of  defenders  of' 
their  country  ? As  to  the  objections  to  the  bill 
itfelf,  though  I think  them  great  and  numerous, 

I yet  think  they  are  loft  in  the  predominant  ob- 
jection to  your  agitating  the  queftlon  at  'all  at  this 
time. 

As  the  bill  is  the  bill  of  laft  fcfiion,  in  entering' 
into  the  particulars,  I fhould  only  repeat  what  I 
faid  before.  I objected  to  it  then,  as  I do  now, 
that  it  is  incompetent  to  the  end  propofed,  and 
would  be  utterly  unfatisfa&ory  to  the  people  if 
profeffes  to  gratify ; that  it  does  not  improve  or 
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extend  the  bafis  of  reprefen  tat  ion  ; that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  renders  the  rep  refen  tation  of  the  peo- 
ple ftill  more  unequal— and  that  on  the  whole, 
it  is  a transfer  of  power,  and  not  a reform  of  Par- 
liament. And  as  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
conflituted  and  compofed  as  it  is  at  prefent,  al- 
though the  wafte  of  fome  places,  and  growth  of 
others,  mud  perpetually  vary  the  proportions  of 
its  own  conflituency,  I am  yet  bold  to  fay,  it 
is  at  this  day  an  adequate  reprefentation  of  the 
property  of  the  kingdom  ; that  in  its  proceed- 
ings you  cannot  trace  any  provocation  to 
change  it,  becaufe  you  know  that  for  feven  years 
pail  it  has  been  engaged  in  the  uniform  practice, 
feffion  after  feffion,  of  adding  fome  new  protec- 
tion to  Conftitutional  Liberty — fome  new  ad- 
vancement to  the  profperity  of  the  country  ; and 
that  to  hazard  fuch  progreffive  happinefs  in  the 
lottery  of  experiment  and  adventure,  would  at 
all  times  be  rafhnefs,  and  at  this  time  infatuation. 
Under  fuch  impreffions,  he  laid,  he  muff  natu- 
rally wifli  to  put  an  end  to  the  difeuffion ; and  to 
do  fo  in  the  manner  moft  refpedtful  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Member,  he  fhould  move,  “ That  the 
bill  be  read  a fecond  time  onthe  iff  of  Auguft.’* 

This  motion  after  a debate  of  confiderable 

length  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Ayes,  142  ; noes,  44. 
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The  History  of  a School  Boy  in  which  is  alfo  included — 
Courage  inspired  by  F riendfhip ; the  Duel,  or  the  Man  of  true  Courage  ; 
i n ter  e ding  Anecdotes  ; and  an  Epidle  to  a Friend,  on  his  return  from 
the  Army.  Price  is  bound 

Affectionate  Advice  from  a Minister  of  the  Established 
Church  to  his  Parishioners,  upon  themoft  plain  and  pofitive  Duties 
of  Religion.  With  fonje  cautions  againft  the  prevailing  Spirit  of  Inno- 
vation. By  the  Rev.  Sir  Adam  Gordon,  Bart.  M.  A.  Re&or  of 
Hinxworth,  Herts.  Price  is  bound 

A Sketch  of  Universal  History;  to  which  is  added,  a brief 
Chronology  of  the  mod  remarkable  Events  in  the  Hidory  of  England, 
embellifhed  with  thirty-fix  Headsof  the  Kings,  from  Egbert  to  George 
III.  inclufive. Price  is  6d 

The  History  of  the  three  Brothers;  to  w^hich  are  added,  Gray’s 
Elegy  in  a Country  Church-yard  ; Pope's  univerfal  Prayer  ; and  the 
Hidory  of  John  Gilpin.  Embellifhed  with  five  beautiful  cuts.  Price  €d 
The  Children’s  Friend,  trandated  from  the  French  of  M.  Ber- 
quin ; complete  in  four  volumes,  ana  ornamented  with  four  beautiful 
frontifpieces.  Price  only  10s  bound 

L’ami  des  enfans,  par  M.  Berquin  ; complete  in  four  volumes, 
with  frontifpieces.  Price  only  12s  bound 

Select  Stories,  for  the  Indruction  and  Entertainment  of  Chil- 
.dren.  By(M.  BerQjjin.  Infcribed  to  Mr.  Raikes.  Neatly  printed 
in  one  volume,  containing  300  pages  of  letter-prefs,  illudrated  with 
four  copper-plates.  Price  only  3s  bound 

The  History  of  Sandford  and  Merton.  By  Thomas  Day, 
Efq.  In  three  volumes,  with  frontifpieces.  Price  ics  6d  bound 

Sandford  et  Merton,  traduction  libre  de  l’Anglois,  par  M^ 
Berquin.  Embelli  de  frontifpieces.  In  two  volumes.-  Price  7s 
bound 

The  Adventures  of  Numa  Pompilius,  Second  King  of  Rome. 
In  two  volumes.  Price  6s  in  boards 

The  New  Robinson  Crusoe;  an  indrudtive  and  entertaining 
Hidory  for  the  Ufe  of  Children  of  both  Sexes.  Trandated  from  the 
French.  Embeliidied  with  thirty-two  beautiful  cuts,  each  cut  the  fize 
of  the  page.  In  two  volumes  nmo.  Price  only  7s  bound 

The  above  Work  is  printed  complete,  in  a fmall  letter,  in  one 
Volume.  Price  only  4s  bound 

The  fame  Work  abridged.  Price  2s  6d  bound 
The  Children’s  Miscellany  : in  which  is  included  the  Hidory 
of  Little  Jack.  By  Thomas  Day,  Efq.  Author  of  the  Hidory  of 
Sandford  and  Merton.  New  Edition,  embellifhed  with  tw’enty-ftine 
cuts  and  a frontifpiece.  Price  3s  6d  bound 
^The  Honest  Farmer.  By  M.  Berquin.  Price  is  bound 


